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Once again, the old fight came to a climax. The A.M.A. decided to
create a $3! million 'war chest* for stronger lobbying in Washington
against 'socialized medicine', for advertising its 'educational campaign',
for distributing pamphlets in the physicians' and dentists' waiting
rooms, hospitals and drug stores. It levied a $25 contribution on the
i30,ooo-odd doctors whom it rules with an iron hand.

There were some signs of incipient revolt among A.M. A. members,
a good part of whom see the crying need for measures such as the
Government proposed, or even for more drastic ones. But subtle
pressure, stigmatizing the professional ethics and patriotism of the
dissidents, quickly put most potential rebels into their place. And while
the public heard very little about the government's case but a great
deal about that of the A.M. A. and remained apathetic, the doctors duly
sent in their $25, closed their mouths, went on delivering babies,
cutting out appendices, treating sick hearts and lungs, and shrugged
their shoulders when the day's work confirmed in six, seven or eight
of every ten cases that most patients needed infinitely more material
help than the most charitable physician could give them by way of
reduced or cancelled fees or a free bottle of medicine.

Physicians have little choice but to conform to A.M.A. rules. For,
even though the doctor 'who wishes to practise medicine does not
have to join a county medical society and so become a member of the
American Medical Association', the New York Times wrote on May 20,
1948, 'unless he does, his standing in his chosen profession is so low
that the privileges of hospitals are likely to be denied him and that he
will find it difficult both to qualify as a specialist and to be accepted
as one'. This is what maintains the near-monopoly of the A.M.A. in
American medicine.

The power of the A.M.A. is used more or less in the same way as
near-monopoly is in other 'businesses*, and most of its leaders and
rank and file membership are no less honestly convinced than those of
industry that they know best what the people need.

The U.S. Supreme Court, in a symptomatic case, ruled the A.M.A.
guilty of 'conspiring to coerce practising physicians from accepting
employment under Group Health Associates' (a co-operative, non-
profit organization for the voluntary insurance of government employees
and others who tried to create for themselves a substitute for the
lacking national health insurance); of'conspiring to restrain practising
physicians from consulting with Group Health doctors and . ,. from
affording facilities for the care of patients of Group Health's physicians*.
But this ruling had no practical effect.